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SPORT AND COMMUNITIES
Strengthening Communities
On Wednesday 31st October Communities Secretary Hazel Blears spoke at a conference on preventing violent extremism by strengthening communities.  The purpose of the speech was to highlight that any response by the Government to tackle extremism that was solely focused on security measures was doomed to fail. The Governments approach of being inclusive at all levels on all issues instead of a top down approach has had positive results.

The Communities Secretary talked about responsible leadership which involves working with partners in local communities to deliver positive ways in which young people and women can contribute to society.  She mentioned that they are learning from people and communities across the country that have fresh ideas about how sports, art and culture can be a way of celebrating diversity, bringing people together and helping young people build resilience to hateful messages.

This speech also helped highlight a measure in the new indicator set for assessing performance on tackling extremism – ‘building resilient communities’.  To encourage further, better performance in working with local communities the Government is going to provide £45 million over the next three years to local partnerships,.  
By 2010-11, support for local authorities with their community partners will rise to £18milion per year. The Secretary outlined four key areas where she wanted to accelerate the strategy:
1) To get better at working with young people.  This includes using media, culture and sports as ways of giving people the confidence to stand up to hateful messages.
2) Think broadly about what the Government itself can do.  Fighting extremism should be at the heart of all Governmental departments.  Sports and arts can provide positive activities which engage young people so the Department for Culture and Media and Sport need to be engaged.  Education is also important so the Department for Children, Schools and Families need to be involved.
3) Empowering the community, particularly the Muslim Communities by supporting solutions that come from the communities themselves.  They also need to encourage more people from diverse backgrounds to become councilors to feel they can get things done.
4) Unlocking the potential of Muslim women so they can become ambassadors and role models in their communities
Opportunities for Sport
Hazel Blears’ speech highlights that the Government is adopting a broader approach to tackling extremism. It also highlights CLG’s awareness of the benefits sport can deliver in bringing communities closer together and that sport and active recreation has an integral role to play in achieving the Government s aim to create stronger and safer communities. The sports sector  is in a good position to play a role in the community partnerships which CLG are taking forward.  It will be important to engage with local communities and to listen to the views of local young people from minority communities in developing this approach.
TUC Launch Campaign for Community Day in the autumn

This week, the TUC launched their campaign for a new bank holiday in the autumn, dubbed ‘Community Day’. The TUC argues that the UK has one of the lowest numbers of public holidays in Europe and believes this new bank holiday could be used to encourage people to do something positive in their communities. The day would make a major contribution to formal volunteering and broader involvement in the day-to-day life of our communities and their institutions. The campaign partners include NAVCO, NCVO, Volunteering England, CSV and the Trade Union Congress.
They believe this scheme has potential for increasing voluntary activity and social inclusion and is a high profile, annual event that displays the importance of voluntary community activity. The campaign has been launched with a strong focus online. There is a special Facebook group and more information on a special campaign website. Click here for more information. 
Opportunities for Sport

This campaign is likely to generate considerable media and political attention over the coming months. The Facebook group alone already has 250 members and is growing daily. The campaign for a new bank holiday began in earnest earlier this summer with a report from ippr calling for a new British Day. The focus on community in this campaign could be especially interesting if community sport could be included as one of the objectives of the day.  Participation in sport would greatly benefit from this community day and acts as a positive way to build community ties. Local volunteers and sports clubs could be recognized for their community engagement as part of the day as well as using this to provide taster session to recruit new volunteers into sport.
England to bid for the 2018 World Cup
The FA’s bid to host the 2018 Football World Cup cleared another hurdle last week with the FIFA Executive Committee allowing England’s bid to go forward.  The Prime Minister, a long term supporter of the bid, also came out in support saying that the Football Association would have the full weight of Government support behind them if they decide to launch a bid for the tournament. 

Richard Caborn, the Government's World Cup Ambassador said that he would continue working with the FA, DCMS and across Government to ensure that any bid is built on the foundations of the Olympics. England is likely to go up against Russia, China, Australia, Belgium and Holland, Mexico and the United States in the contest to host the tournament. 
Opportunity for Sport

The Football World Cup bid is likely to attract significant support from grassroot organisations where the sporting legacy of hosting the tournament is likely to be a strong part of the rally call to back the bid. 
SPORT AND YOUNG PEOPLE
Latchkey Kids

A report was published this week by former Minister Karen Buck (Labour, Kensington North and Regents Park) regarding latchkey kids.  The report shows that the lack of youth clubs and after-school care is increasing the risk that young teenagers will turn to crime.

 

The report shows that there is just one childcare place available for every 200 children aged 11 to 14, and argues that these children are becoming the overlooked age group - unable to access the child minders used by younger children or the youth clubs enjoyed by their older teenage siblings. It argues that councils and youth services should work with schools to provide activities at the end of the day and over holidays, urging the government to back such schemes with start-up funds of around £20,000. It also calls on the government to offer long-term funding in deprived areas, where parents may be too poor to pay for after-school clubs.

Opportunities for Sport
This is a useful report to highlight further the need to provide after school activities. The Positive Activities guide for Young People which we are soon to publish will be a useful resource for local authorities. The document provides useful information for the delivery system when considering planning sport activities for children and young people, as part of a children and young people plan, to assist with delivering the 5 hour off and or sport as a positive activity. 

SPORT AND INFRASTRUCTURE

Nationally Significant Infrastructure
On Tuesday 30th October Local Government Minister John Healey MP delivered a speech at the CBI about the country’s policy and planning system. He stressed that the Planning Bill will ensure that major infrastructure plans are subject to an efficient and fair planning process, which - in coming to decisions - can mediate and integrate the economic, environmental and social interests involved.

Some developers consult local communities well, but by no means all do. The processes of a planning enquiry do not make it easy for ordinary people to express their point of view. 

A single consent regime, which can integrate the proper consideration of social, environmental and economic interests in policy and in project applications, is required for nationally significant infrastructure - for energy, transport, water and waste.

There will more transparency and a clearer division between policy making and decision making. 

Also at the conference was John Cridland, Deputy Director-General of the UK’s largest business organisation. He agreed that changes to Britain’s planning system were much needed. He commented that the current process - where complex projects can require a host of individual different planning consents to be won and bolted together for a decision – is no longer fit for purpose.

The day before the Minister had delivered a speech on regeneration of deprived areas.  He outlined how retail-led regeneration could provide employment and training in deprived areas as well as offering competitive advantages to business.  This regeneration will be aided with the new planning proposals outlined at his speech to the CBI.

Opportunity for Sport

It is promising that social and environmental interests will be taken into account in planning applications.  Consulting with communities directly could also help develop a sports agenda. There is also an opportunity for Community Sports hubs to be considered in the proposals around promoting retail led regeneration. 

Future Green Towns

On Tuesday 30th October Housing and Planning Minister Yvette Cooper confirmed that an ideas competition would be run to develop and set the design standards for ten new eco-towns.

The Government's adviser on architecture and urban design CABE, with the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) and The Prince's Foundation for the Built Environment will assist the Government in the competition and establish a judging panel to assess the entries. 

There will be an opportunity for public involvement to judge eco-towns designs through a citizens' panel. At the end of the competition, the best of the ideas and lessons learned will be drawn together in an exhibition and eco-towns "compendium", which will help inform the thinking of local authorities and developers taking forward eco-town proposals.

Opportunity for Sport
As part of the guidance for Eco-towns we are hoping the Active Design principles will be adopted. 
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