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SPORT AND COMMUNITIES
Successful Cities and Sustainable Communities
On Tuesday 7th November Communities Secretary Hazel Blears spoke at a conference on Core Cities in Nottingham. She unveiled thirteen sub-regions that are drawing up proposals to boost jobs, transport, investment and housing through greater co-operation with local authorities
The areas which span the country from the North East to South West will potentially receive new powers to collaborate in promoting prosperity and development as part of the Government's drive to ensure that every region benefits from rising national prosperity.

Ms Blears said that Britain's city centres have undergone a major transformation since 1997, but there are still deep-rooted pockets of deprivation in and around them that need to be tackled thought these crucial new measures. The new plans will enable local government to transcend traditional administrative and structural boundaries and deliver solutions that cover entire commuter routes, housing and employment markets for the first time through Multi-Area Agreements (MAAs). 

She announced that the Government is working with each interested area to develop MAAs which will allow them to set their priorities on how to increase competitiveness and quality of life. The sub-regions aim to have all agreed their own MAAs locally and with the Government by June 2008. 

Also at the conference, Local Government Minister John Healey published a new report on eight leading European cities, including Sheffield in the UK, that are being recognized as beacons for regeneration. The ‘COMPETE’ report finds that where cities use their distinctiveness and get all the key players working to a common vision they can achieve major results. 
Ms Blears speech can be viewed though the following link:

 http://www.communities.gov.uk/speeches/corporate/corecities2007
The ‘COMPETE’ report has not yet been made available.
Opportunities for Sport 
Sport has a key role to play in regeneration and the sport sector should continue to promote its role to the 13 areas which are thinking of developing MAAs.  For example the four local authorities involved in the Flyde coast are looking to develop an MAA around economic development, tourism, planning and transport, housing climate change and culture and leisure. Bournemouth, Poole and Dorset are looking to develop an MAA which includes exploiting the benefits of the 2012 Olympics.  For the full list of areas expressing an interest go to the above web - link. 
Preventing involvement in Gangs

The All-Party Parliamentary Group on Conflict Issues held a two day conference on Monday discussing The Gangs in the UK: What’s working? The conference was hosted by Brathay in Ambleside.  The conference was designed to encourage dialogue, on the basis of expert information and opinion from across the political spectrum, on issues relating to conflict; especially on the practical means to prevent, transform and resolve violent conflict.
The All-Party Group, made up of MPs from all the three main political parties, have pledged to build on this work and the outcomes from the conference in developing work with young people at risk of being drawn into gang related anti-social behaviour helping them make more positive and sustainable choices for their futures.
A full report on this conference will be made available in the future.
Opportunities for Sport

Projects supported by Sport England to date have shown that involvement in sport can prevent people particularly children and teenagers from entering into crime and getting involve in gangs.  Sport can act as a positive channel for aggression and frustration which could otherwise be negatively drawn towards crime.  
SPORT AND HEALTH

Lifestyle and Inequality
This week the Secretary of State for the Department of Health, Alan Johnson delivered a speech to an event hosted by NHS in London.  He highlighted four overarching themes in his speech that outline his vision on what foundations and principles the new NHS would be based on.  They were fairness, personalisation, safety, and innovation.
He outlined that lifestyle factors are responsible for around half of the inequality gap.  Mr. Johnson stressed the need for a concerted assault upon smoking, alcohol abuse and obesity, but also addresses stubborn disparities which remain in primary care provision.

He also highlighted that some of the poorest parts of the country with some of the worst health outcomes have almost half as many GPs and practice nurses per head as the most affluent. He said he would tackle these inequalities by bringing new and innovative primary care services into deprived areas to help drive up health outcomes.     

Backed up by £84 million over three years, Local Involvement Networks ( LINks) – will make it easier for communities to influence key decisions about local health services and hold those services to account. Run by local people, each LINk will cover all the publicly funded health and social care services in a local authority area - irrespective of who provides them.
Opportunities for Sport
Social and health inequality in the country does lead to many missing out on the opportunity to take part in sport, which is why it is important that community sport is encouraged and supported in these targeted communities.    Sport is an ideal activity to prevent obesity and also as a means for people to regain their fitness.  CSNs should link up with the Local Involvement Networks in their areas to provide information about the community sporting needs for the area. 
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