COMMUNITY SPORTS NETWORK MEETING

9:30AM, THURSDAY 12TH JULY
THE WAREHOUSE CENTRE, RAYLEIGH

Those Present:

Kevin Read, Rochford District Council

Neil Frost, South East Essex Primary Care Trust

Lisa Jefferys, Rochford District Council

Steve Joynes, Community Police Team

Angela Littlewood, Sportessex

Jo McPherson, Rayleigh and Rochford Association of Voluntary Services

Graham Back, The Warehouse Centre, Rayleigh

Glenn Jacobs, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds

Sara Sherlock, The Warehouse Centre, Rayleigh

Tony Hine, Virgin Active

Apologies:

Gregory Cooper, Sportessex
Dominic Everett, Essex County Council
Julie Gooding, Extended Schools

Keli Hampstead, The Deanes Sports College

Steve Bish, The Deanes Sports College

Michelle Rawson, Community Police Team

Gary Frost, Connexions

Wendy Bailey, Rayleigh Youth Service

Ingrid Harvey, Rochford and Castle Point Councils

Jean Broadbent, South East Essex Primary Care Trust

Welcome and Introductions:

NF welcomed and thanked everyone for attending.

Each group member introduced themselves and their job role.

KR read out apologies for absence.

Active Alliance Conference (Wednesday 11th July)

NF said that Active Rochford were well represented at the Active Alliance Conference, held at The Brentwood Centre, Wednesday 11th July.  Six short workshops were held, led by officers from Sportessex.

JMc suggested that the conference gave ideas for cross-district working and the sharing of best practice.  For Active Rochford, this may be relevant with districts of a similar demographic make-up.

AL stated that Active Rochford was progressing well and was well represented by a range of key partners.

AL mentioned that where CSNs hadn’t yet applied for there allocated funding, this money could, if feasible, be applied for and banked by Sportessex.  Then, when CSNs were ready to apply, they could do so through Sportessex.  This whole concept would need to be verified.

GB asked a valid question as to how long funding for CSNs would last for.   The group suggested that funding is never guaranteed, but certainly until 2009 funding would be available.  It would be necessary for projects to be sustainable, and to demonstrate measurable impact.

Terms of Reference and Vision Document

NF introduced the above document, which is smarter than before, as there is more continuity and less duplication.  It also linked to the Local Strategic Partnership and to the Healthier Communities and Older People.

Members seemed happy with the document.

AL stated that the Single System for Community Sport diagram, page 18, needed updating.  KR to change.

NF mentioned that if group members are happy with the document, then members would be asked to sign up to the document, of which KR would co-ordinate and hold the master copy.

Action Plans

GB asked if the order of projects could be changed.  KR to change, so the more generic projects start, followed by the more area specific projects.

NF said that through the launch, the action plans could be developed further.

The Launch

KR discussed the following launch venues with the group.  It was suggested at the previous meeting for the launch to be held during the week of 24th September and 1st October, with each location receiving an afternoon and evening.

· Great Wakering Sports Centre, any day available for use.

· W.I Hall, Rochford, details to be looked into.

· The Old Fire Station, Hockley, on either, Monday 24th September, Monday 1st October or Thursday 4th October.

· The Mill Arts and Events Centre, Rayleigh, Wednesday 3rd October.

· Hullbridge Day Centre, Monday 24th September

The sub group for the launch would meet at Rochford District Council, 10:00am Monday 23rd July.  The group would include the following representatives, Kevin Read, Neil Frost, Jo McPherson, Alistair Russell, and a member of the Deanes School (to be confirmed).

NF stated that although the launch would reach out to everyone, sports club and other relevant organisations would be a particular target.

AL spoke about the use of pop up stands, at about £200 each.  The group will liaise with Alistair Russell, Sportessex, about this form of advertising.

Any Other Business

NF promoted the Sportessex website, and encouraged everyone to input sporting opportunities they are involved with on the website.

KR to mail out details of the website to local sports clubs.

NF also mentioned about Sport Relief funding, where grants of up to £10,000 can be applied for.  The deadline is September.  

LJ recommended Grantfinder.  This is a free funding search service for organisations based in the Rochford District, and can be accessed by logging onto, www.rochford.gov.uk
GB made a very valid point about the role of Rochford Sports Council and their impact towards local sporting needs.  KR mentioned that things are changing gradually, an example being that with the funding they are allocated is a Service Level Agreement, for targets to be met.  

SS expressed enthusiasm towards the networking opportunities through being part of Active Rochford.

JMc briefly mentioned that a funding proposal had been submitted to Rochford Sports Council, for the training of volunteers and to encourage further delivery of sports coaching and other related duties.

JMc said that RAVS has a dedicated Funding Officer.  It was suggested that the group would need to link with this officer.

Date of the Next Meeting:

9:15am for a 9:30am start, Thursday 6th September, at The Warehouse Centre, Rayleigh.

