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CSN Funding through Community Investment Fund (CIF)

Sport England Policy context

The Nine Regional Sports Boards across the country have made a commitment that CIF funding will be prioritised towards projects developed and delivered through the Delivery System for Sport. In reality, this translates primarily to supporting the implementation of plans driven by County Sports Partnership, Community Sport Networks and their constituent organisations, focused on sport and active recreation interventions

This implementation guidance note reflects policy and procedures that are applied to any CIF application received by Sport England, but the characteristics and priority afforded to CSNs means that Sport England will be looking for a clear strategic fit with any proposals invited or received from CSNs.

All applications to the Community Investment Fund should ideally evidence support demonstrated by the CSP core team. A CSN Action Plan should ideally have endorsement from the relevant CSP in order for a CSN to begin making CIF applications, although it should be noted that a CSP does not have the power to veto any potential application for funding.

Community Sports Networks as Eligible Organisations

CSNs are in essence a way of working and as such are not intended to be constituted bodies. It will therefore be necessary for one organisation to take overall responsibility for each funding applications made to Sport England. The lead applicant should be the member organisation from the CSN that is best placed to support and deliver the project post application. In all cases though, the application should emanate from a CSN that is demonstrating the key characteristics outlined in Paragraph 2.3 above. Should a CSN choose to submit more than one CIF application, it is not necessary to have the same lead organisation for each bid.

Where a lead organisation is identified as being accountable for any CIF investment, the applicant organisation should be identified as [LEAD ORGANISATION], applying on behalf of (COMMUNITY

SPORTS NETWORK). For example, Tendering District Council is the lead organisation in an application linked to Tendering Sports Network (the CSN). The applicant should be entered as ‘Tendering District Council’ but the following line should be made explicit within all correspondence (applying on behalf of Tendering Sports Network)’.

Eligible Community Sports Network Projects

Applications from CSNs must conform to the generic eligibility policies for the Community Investment Fund. However, specific policy guidance needs to be applied to CSNs because they comprise a number of different organisations all of which should have some input into the planning and delivery of the intervention.

• Any bid for funding of a project or activity from a CSN must be supported by a clear Action Plan
• The application will have added strength if it has the support of the CSP

• The application should only be supported if it has been set out within the CSNs Action Plan. However, due consideration should be given to other projects to reflect innovation and unforeseen opportunities

• The table below shows an example of entries in a CSN Action Plan. It is important to note that the delivery plan does not represent a ‘funding strategy’ but rather it sets out the key priorities for delivery over a period of time. In the example below, objective 1 may result in a bid to Sport England but objective 2 is unlikely to require CIF funding (but is still part of the overall CSN delivery plan.

