COMMUNITY SPORTS NETWORK MEETING

9:30AM, FRIDAY 15TH JUNE
THE WAREHOUSE CENTRE, RAYLEIGH

Those Present:

Kevin Read, Rochford District Council

Julie Gooding, Extended Schools

Bob Pointer, Rochford Sports Council / Hambro Colts Youth Football Club

Gregory Cooper, Sportessex

Neil Frost, South East Essex Primary Care Trust

Lisa Jefferys, Rochford District Council

Keli Hampstead, The Deanes Sports College

Steve Bish, The Deanes Sports College

Jo McPherson, Rayleigh and Rochford Association of Voluntary Services

Graham Back, The Warehouse Centre, Rayleigh

Brian Dawbarn, Rayleigh Cricket Club

Glenn Jacobs, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds

Dominic Everett, Essex County Council

Candace Cozens, Interpreter

Yvonne Freiherr, Interpreter

Apologies:

Sara Sherlock, The Warehouse Centre, Rayleigh
Steve Joynes, Community Police Team

Michelle, Rawson, Community Police Team
Tony Hine, Virgin Active

Kim Chant, Extended Schools

Gary Frost, Connexions

Pat Kielty, Genesis Housing

Wendy Bailey, Rayleigh Youth Service

Ingrid Harvey, Rochford and Castle Point Councils

Ray Munro-Crump, Groundwork Trust

Welcome and Introductions:

NF requested that people speak one at a time, so the interpreters can translate what is being discussed.

NF welcomed and thanked everyone for attending.

Each group member introduced themselves and their job role.

Talk from Glenn Jacobs, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds:

GJ explained that he is a Community Project Officer, covering south Essex.

Part of his remit is to manage land as nature reserves, in south Essex.  Through consultation, he demonstrates how the land should be used, for recreational purposes.

He spoke about how he puts together a six-monthly events programme, which includes themed walks and healthy walking.  He expressed an interest in working to promote such services in the Rochford District.

Sub Group Meeting, Thursday 7th July

NF mentioned the following key aspirations, which were derived from the Active People Survey, for Rochford.  They include:

Post school, 55 years and above, family activities, 16 to 54 years commuter approach, leadership opportunities, life long activities, walking and other self organised activities and volunteering.

GC rightly pointed out that such aspirations should be included in the Terms of Reference and the Vision Document.  KR acknowledged this, and will update.

Terms of Reference and Vision Document:

NF went through the Terms of Reference, section by section.

KR to update the membership table.

The group discussed being more inclusive of community groups.  At present, there are a lack of community groups, which are part of Active Rochford.

It was decided for the group to remain as they are, but for the launch of Active Rochford to focus on getting peoples opinions, spreading the message of the group, and by doing so, to establish additional members to join Active Rochford.

GB asked about representation from Virgin Active.  KR said that they have always been invited, but have recently had a change of personnel and have been extremely busy.

NF gave a suggestion as to whether the Terms of Reference, Vision Document and action plans could be one single document.  The group thought this was a good idea.

GC mentioned that the Active People survey results should feature.  NF, KR and IH, to update, as appropriate.

GC to look at providing a more user-friendly Active Rochford logo, as people found they have problems with it.

BD asked that, if acronyms are used, for each meaning be shown.  Documents to be updated with this request in mind.  GC to pass on to KR a list of all acronyms and their meanings.

Action Plans:

NF explained that this was in draft format, inclusive of the results from the recent sub group meeting.

KR briefly explained that this document was now one whole plan, which incorporated projects that group members had previously suggested.

GC explained that match funding for projects is basically funding which doesn’t come through or via Sport England.

BP suggested whether the plan could be divided into, projects that enhance existing provision and new projects.  This was discussed and seen as a good idea, although not confirmed as a change to be made.

The action plan would be an integral part of the launch, so would need to be as straightforward as possible.  It was mentioned that a different format could be used for the launch.

The Launch:

NF gave his take on the launch and welcomed input.  The suggestion was that the launch would be to promote Active Rochford as widely as possible across the district.  All documents would form the basis of an information marketing pack.  Different areas of the district would be visited with static displays, presentations and consultations, to best engage with the public and to enhance the values of Active Rochford.

GC said that Alistair Russell, Sportessex, would be a great resource to utilise.  KR mentioned that Tamara Burton, Rochford District Council, was setting up a meeting with him.

GC gave time scales for funding, with the end of August being the deadline for all paperwork to be submitted.  After much discussion, the group reluctantly accepted that this would be too much of a limited time frame to get everything completed as thoroughly as possible.  

The launch will aim to take place during the last week of September and the first week of October.  

Great Wakering, Hullbridge, Rayleigh, Rochford and Hockley will be the focus areas.  KR to look at venues and their availability.

Any Other Business:

NF, KR, JMc and KH to attend the Active Alliance workshop, at The Brentwood Centre, Wednesday 11th July.

DE said that his post would terminate at the end of December.  He would look to find a suitable representative for disability, to attend future meetings.

Date of the Next Meeting:

9:15am for a 9:30am start, Thursday 12th July, at The Warehouse Centre, Rayleigh.

