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Southend’s Community Sports Network   

   get active…..stay active……
ACTIVE SOUTHEND, CSN MEETING MINUTES
10:00AM, TUESDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER, 2008,                                                    AT SOUTHEND LEISURE AND TENNIS CENTRE
Those Present:
Kirk Edwards, School Sport Partnership East
Amy Wright, Sportessex

Anthony Thompson, Creating Leisure

Councillor Cox, Chair for activesouthend
Adrian Fryer, Positive Futures

Kevin Read, Southend on Sea Borough Council
Steve Goodsell, Southend United Community and Educational Trust

Lee Clary, Creating Leisure

Janice Lyons, Connexions
Luke Greenway, Creating Leisure

Jennifer Simpson, Primary Care Trust

Adrian Harris, Southend on Sea Borough Council
Karen James, South East Essex College
Apologises:

John Ubsdell, Children and Learning Department

Sue Coole, Local Strategic Partnership – Southend Together

Neil Frost, Primary Care Trust
Trevor Clements, Southend Sports Council

Gary Weeks, Southend Marine Activity Centre

Louise McIver, V Involved Team
Jo McPherson, V Involved Team
Tracey Bennett, Essex County Council
Angela Littlewood, sportessex
Welcome and Introductions:

Councillor Cox thanked everyone for attending.
Each member introduced themselves and their role.

Review of Previous Minutes:
These were accepted as a true record.
Update on Current CIF Projects:

KR mentioned that 7 projects were currently being run across the borough, all of which had so far proved successful in terms of numbers participating.
AF gave an overview of the work carried out through Positive Futures.  Basketball, football and street dance were well received during the summer.  Fitness sessions are taking place at Clooney Square and the basketball is going well, with 15 people attending.  
LG spoke about the project Creating Leisure are involved with.  Working with AW, 50+ taster days have taken place at Shoeburyness Leisure Centre and Southend Leisure and Tennis Centre.  The next taster day will be held at the Chase Sports and Fitness Centre.  These sessions have assisted with sustained participation at the leisure centres.  From January, 2009, new social and sports sessions are planned, and include free outreach tennis in schools aimed at attracting 400 children.  Creating Leisure open days have attracted 3000 people, with an open weekend scheduled at Belfairs Swim Centre for November.  The GP Referral Scheme attracts 12-14 people every week, of which 25% stay in the programme.
KR spoke about the remaining projects.  Table tennis continues as a popular coaching session, however, regular coach Aaron Fennell now coaches in London and it has been difficult to find a regular coach to continue with the coaching.  The girls rugby and dance for 11-16 year olds has a steady number of females taking part.  Bodycare in the schools is extremely popular, with hundreds of children taking part.  Regular Bodycare sessions are also run for over 55’s.
Councillor Cox thanked everyone involved for their patience over the very lengthy CIF process and for those involved with the successful projects which are taking place.
Funding:
KR introduced Adrian Harris, External Funding Officer, Southend Council.  AH explained his role by saying that he is able to support council department funding.  AH said that there was alternative funding to CIF available.  
Councillor Cox stated that the issue of ‘funding’ should be back on future agendas.  The delays caused by CIF has slowed the group’s progress.

Developing the CSN:

It was identified that some very good work had taken place.  
KR mentioned that group members involved with the CSN were being reviewed.  People tended to agree that more delivery organisations, such as clubs needed to be part of the CSN.  KR said that it was important to attract the right people from the clubs.
AF who sits on activebasildon said that this particular group has good club representation.

Councillor Cox and KR had spoken before about producing a newsletter representing the good work of different partners on the CSN.  KR will produce a template of the information required for any article and will then forward to CSN members.  It should be noted that a newsletter will only be produced should there be enough information to advertise.
Councillor Cox asked group members for their thoughts on a launch event for activesouthend.  Such an event could include sport taster sessions run by different clubs, as well as using this as a showcasing event for businesses to view with the aim of attracting financial input.  AF also suggested that activesouthend could look to advertise the good work of clubs where they open there services to member of the public.  Further ideas on the launch should be directed to KR.
A successful Club Convention took place on 20th September.  This involved free training workshops for club volunteers, officials and coaches.  The clubs involved from Southend could be approached in regard to joining activesouthend.
LC asked about what happens after March 2009, when the CIF funding ends.  At this stage, the issue over private business involvement came up and how they may be able to assist financially.  The launch should be organised first, to showcase the power of sport and the purpose of the group.
Those in attendance were keen for the group to develop, and any correspondents in this regard should go to KR, who will co-ordinate on behalf of the group.

Any Other Business:
The group decided that meetings should be every quarter, however, this frequency can be reviewed, as business dictates.
Date of the Next Meeting:

10:00am, Monday 24th November, at Southend Leisure and Tennis Centre
