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About sport:exl

sport:exl is the name of the Essex Athlete Foundation. It is a registered charity number 1123811.
The vision of sport:exl is to award grants and bursaries to aspiring and talented young athletes in the county who need a helping hand to reach their potential. The sport:exl grant making criteria are simple, directing assistance to those who need it most, from young athletes not yet recognised by the National Governing Body for their sport, to those who are already on the performance pathway and who may be future Champions. The usual range of awards will be £100 - £500.
sport:exl, through sportessex, is working with partners including the National Governing Bodies of Sport, Sports Aid, Sport England, schools and local authorities to identify and recognise local talent. 

Investment in sport:exl is generated through engaging with local businesses, local authorities and from other local sources. 
sport:exl has a dedicated site within www.sportessex.com which provides the medium for young athletes to record their own ‘blog’ to enable sponsors and others to track individual progress. 

Criteria for nominating applicants
1. Applicants must live in Essex or attend full time education in Essex or be a subscribed member of a club in Essex.

The definition of Essex is based on the geographical boundaries of the local authorities. This includes the 12 District and Borough Councils covered by Essex County Council and the two unitary authorities of Southend-on-Sea Borough Council and Thurrock Council.
2. Applicants must usually be aged between 10 and 25. Under exceptional circumstances, the age of an applicant will be judged on its own merits.
3. sport:exl is open to applicants from sports with a National Governing Body recognised by Sport England, although the grant Giving Committee has the discretion to be flexible over this stipulation 
4. sport:exl awards will focus only on applications received on behalf of individual sportspersons.
5. Applicants will be required to complete an application form which includes a written case for support to meet the following criteria:

a. What do you want to do?

b. What will a sport:exl award help you to achieve? 

c. Please provide a brief description of your development and progress in sport to date

d. Who are the people involved in your personal development?

e. Please give details of any other sources of funding that you receive
6. For those applicants aged 18 or under, the application form must be endorsed and counter signed by an adult.
7. Each award will carry conditions which will be advised at the time of the award. These will include;

a. Applicants will be expected to provide evidence of how the grant has been spent, including the submission of invoices and receipts where appropriate.

b. Applicants will be expected to liaise with sportessex to provide reports and evidence in order to demonstrate the progress made as a result of the sport:exl award and for this to presented on www.sportessex.com
c. Applicants may be required to support the promotion of sport:exl through media and marketing campaigns.

8. Grants will usually be awarded on two occasions each year subject to the availability of funding. The awards will be made by an independent panel and their decision will be final. The closing dates for receipt of applications are 31st March and 30th September each year.
9. The Award Panel will take into account personal and family circumstances, other sponsorship and the type of sport when making a decision.
10. Successful applications are limited to one per annum, with a maximum of three in total.
11. Two referees are required to endorse the application; one of whom should be from a National Governing Body. The other may be:

a. Your Coach
b. Your School, College, University

c. A local Business

d. Your Sports Club

e. Your Local Authority Sports Development team

The sport:exl application process (internal)
1. sportessex receive nominations by 31st March or 30th September
2. sportessex check for eligibility and available eligible funds
3. sportessex notify ineligible applicants within 7 days

4. sportessex collate eligible applications for review by sport:exl Grant Giving Panel

5. sport:exl grant Giving Panel meet to award applications (subject to availability of funding)
sport:exl Grant Giving Panel members

Danny Crates, Patron and Athlete

Chris Dyer, Sports Aid

Angela Littlewood, Trustee
Ken Edwards, Trustee
Linda Gaine, Essex County Council

Anne Smith, sport:exl Support Officer
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