MAIL OUT INFORMATION – September 2007
Opportunities for Young People with Disabilities
· European Disability Forum launches a petition for a disability directive.

On the occasion of its’ 10th anniversary and as celebrations will take place during the European Year of Equal Opportunities 2007, the European Disability Forum (EDF) is launching an EU wide 1 million signatures campaign “1million4disability” in favour of a EU legislation to combat discrimination towards persons with disabilities.   Objective: to increase its visibility and to draw attention on how the European Union impacts on persons with disabilities.
The signature campaign, officially launched on 23rd January 2007, aims to collect at least 1,000,000 citizens’ signatures to combat discrimination in all aspects of the everyday life of disabled citizens in Europe.

The European Union must respond to the call of at least 1 million citizens, as stated in the draft EU constitutional Treaty.   We must not miss this opportunity to raise our voices.

On 4 October 2007, the signatures will be officially handed out to the European Commission and the European Parliament.   At the same time, a gathering of disabled persons, their families, friends and allies will take place in Brussels, in the heart of the European Institutions.  So far 396 597 people have signed up, please register your support.
http://www.1million4disability.eu/sign.asp?langue=EN Thank you
Activities:
· Adults Club (18 or over)
On Mondays from 10.00am until 12.00noon.
Activities include Table Tennis, Football, Short Mat Bowls, Karaoke / Music, Badminton, Basketball and much more.   Participants are to be accompanied by their carer (depending on their need).

At the Warehouse Centre, Rayleigh.

For more information, please call The Warehouse Centre on 01268-779999 (telephone).

· Free Activities sessions
For young people and adults with special needs.

On Wednesdays from 4.30pm until 6.00pm.

Similar activities as Adults Club above.   Participants must be supervised by their parent or carer.

At the Warehouse Centre, Rayleigh

For more information, please contact Rochford SDO Kevin Read on 01702-318121 (telephone).

· Soccability Club – Maldon Saints YFC
Football coaching for young players with special needs aged 7 to 16 years old.

On Saturday mornings from 11.00am until 12.00pm.

At Promenade Park Ground, Park Drive, Maldon.

For more information, please call Alan Cook on 01621-773441 (telephone).
· Soccability Club – Hambros Colt YFC.

Football coaching for young players with special needs aged 7 to 16 years old.

Saturday mornings from 11.00am until 12.00pm at Rawreth Lane Ground, Rayleigh.

From the 22nd August there will be Wednesday evenings sessions at Rayleigh Leisure Centre, for more information, please call Bob Pointer on 07764-856828 (mobile).

· Soccability Club – Beech United YFC
Football coaching for young players with special needs aged 7 to 16 years old.

On Saturday mornings from 11.00am until 12.00pm.

At Barstable School, Basildon.

For more information, please call John Smith on 01268 525503 (telephone).
· 3 Lions Soccability Club at Leigh Ramblers YFC in partnership with Southend United Education & Community Trust.
For boys / girls aged 8 to 16 years old.
On Saturday mornings from 11.00am until 12.00pm at Belfairs Recreation Ground, Southend.

For more information, please call Lana Bond on 01245 393073.

· Family Activity Club

Play activities for children with a disability or special needs and siblings, accompanied by their parents / carers.
Qualified Trampoline Coach available every first two Saturdays of the month from 5.00pm until 6.00pm at Chelmsford Sport and Athletic Centre.   Suggested donation £3.00 per family.

For further details please call 01245-353575 (telephone).

· Charlton Athletics Deaf Women Football Training
For deaf women every Sundays at 2.00pm.

At Ladywell Fields, Ladywell, SE London.

For more information, please contact Jemma Foot on WomenDeafFootball@hotmail.co.uk
· Harlow P.A.C.T. Families with Disabilities

Swimming Fun sessions for families with disabilities taking place on last Sundays of the month from 1.50pm until 2.50pm at Harlow Swimming Pool and Fitness Centre.

For more details, please contact Denise Powell on 01279 446168 (telephone) or e mail her on denise.powell@harlow.gov.uk
· PARC Activities

PARC run disability football on a Tuesday evening in term time for disabled young people aged 7 to 21.   Coaching is provided by Great Bradford Football Club with support by PARC Staff.   PARC also run an art / music club every Monday evening in term time and a youth club on Fridays.    Contact the centre on 01376 528999 for more information.

· Young Deaf Club ‘Drop In’ sessions

Relax and have fun with friends plus the chance to help plan future Young Deaf Club events such as Paintball.  Pool, table tennis, table football, wireless internet, information and support are all available.  

Tuesday 4th September and Tuesday 2nd October, 7.30-9.30pm, for more information contact Andrew Eadie on 01206 508012 (telephone), 01206 508012 (minicom) or e mail him on activities@colchesterymca.co.uk
· England Deaf Futsal Squad

The Squad is in process of organising for the football trials and the next training weekends are scheduled for 7th to 9th September and 12th to 14th October, in preparation for the World Deaf Futsal Championships in November 2007.   Any potential deaf girls/women footballers who are interested please contact Julie Callaghan on Julie.Callaghan@sheffieldfa.com
· Essex Deaf Ramble Group Walk – Open Meeting
On Sunday 9th September 2007 at Chelmsford – An Open Meeting to plan next years schedule, everyone is welcome, followed by lunch and a short walk on Galleywood Common.
Meeting point – 11am at The Eagle Pub, Stock Road (B1007), Galleywood in Chelmsford.
For more information, please contact Chrissie Greenwald on 01268 565944 (fax only).

· Young Deaf Club’s “Mountain Biking” event

On Saturday 15th September 2007 at Danbury Outdoors Centre.

For deaf and hard of hearing young people aged 16 to 25 and their friends, wishing to go mountain biking for the afternoon, 2.00pm to 5.30pm.

For booking or more information, please call Andrew Eadie on 01206 508012 (telephone), 01206 508012 (minicom) or e mail him on activities@colchesterymca.co.uk
· Essex Actionnaires Club
An inclusive Sports Club for visually impaired young people, their family and friends on Saturday 15th September from 10.00am to 4.30pm, an Outdoor Activity Day, including low ropes over water, team games and raft building.

At Lambourne End Outdoor Centre in Chigwell.  FULLY BOOKED
For more information, please call Nicky Holloway on 07793-527031 (mobile) or email Nicky.Holloway@actionforblindpeople.org.uk
· Sports Activities in Colchester

Free sessions of Gym and Movement are available for pre-school children that have a disability and their carers on Sept 11th, 18th and 25th at Colchester School of Gymnastics at 9.30am to 10.15am.  Please wear shorts and T-shirts with no tassles or buttons.  Arrive on the day or call Colchester 01206 844188.  The centre is purpose built with an abundance of equipment for the children to enjoy, the staff look forward to seeing you soon!
· May Phillips British National Swimming Championships

Downs Syndrome International Swimming Organisation is presenting the Championships on Saturday 15th September 2007 at Reading.

For more information, please e mail Diane Dart on Diane.Dart@dsiso.org
· Southend Mencap – Charity Golf Day

For the first time, Southend Mencap is organising a charity golf day.  The date is Thursday 27th September wit the venue The Castle Point Golf Club.  The cost for the day is £40 of which £15 will go towards the continued running of our popular TopCats club.  This is a weekly social club for the learning disabled held at Castle View School.  As places are limited to 45, please contact Marc on 01702 341250 or email him marc.mcowens@southendmencap.co.uk  to reserve your place and request a booking form.

· 14th Anniversary Open Swimming Meet

Colchester Phoenix ASC is running a swimming meet on Saturday 20th October 2007 at Colchester Leisure World.

For booking form or more information, please contact 01206-512022 (telephone) or e mail phoenixswim@btinternet.com
· MENCAP Sport National Open Cross Country Championships

On Saturday 10th November 2007 at Wakefield.

For booking details or more information, please look at the website www.mencap.org.uk/sport or contact Mencap Sport on 01924-234912 (telephone).
Conference / Seminar / Training:
· Heading for Success
A new course with communication support provided for deaf adults.  

Are you football crazy and want to improve your English, Maths or IT skills?  

This course run by Colchester United Community Sports Trust and Colchester Institute will help.  Course begins Wednesday 3rd October, 10am to 12noon, for more information contact Andrew Eadie on 01206 508012 (telephone), 01206 508012 (minicom) or e mail him on activities@colchesterymca.co.uk
· RNIB/VIEW Early Years Focus Group Conference/Course
Focus on Foundations - Thursday 18th October 2007, 9.30am to 3.30pm at Deafblind UK in Peterborough, cost £50 per person.

Inclusive Practice in the Early Years Foundation Stage for young children with a visual impairment and who may have additional needs was launched in March 2007.  The EYFS will provide the first mandatory learning, development and care framework for all children from birth to five years when it becomes statutory in September 2008.  It is an inclusive framework and is cross referenced with and signposts to the Early Support materials, including guidance on visual impairment.  This day will enable practitioners to consider each of the four themes of the EYFS as they relate to their work with young children with a visual impairment.

The aim of the conference is to consider the Early Years Foundation Stage as a framework to support young children with a visual impairment in relation the four key themes,

· A unique child

· Positive relationships 

· Enabling environments

· Learning and development
This is particularly useful for all practitioners working with young children from birth with a visual impairment and their families; including specialist teachers, support assistants, therapists, health visitors, psychologists, teachers in early years and Sure Start staff.  
Key note speaker Ruth Pimentel, National Director, Foundation Stage and four highly experienced practitioners to provide workshops looking at the implications for inclusion.

For more information about this conference and how this course can be customised to suit your organisation, service or agency, please contact Jennie Rea on jennie.rea@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or Julie Jennings on julie.jennings@rnib.org.uk or phone Julie on 020 7874 1317.

For further information on all courses go to: www.rnib.org.uk/training
· Save the Date – Beyond Engagement “Inclusion, Sport and popular Culture”
On Wednesday 26th and Thursday 27th September 2007 at The Bridgewater Hall, Manchester.

Substance’s first annual conference will tackle issues, bringing together academics, practitioners and policy makers from the sports, arts, entertainment, youth and social development sectors.

For more information about the conference, please visit www.substance.coop/conference2007
· Sports Marketing Network - Grow Your Own Sports Club

Ten evening seminars held across the country packed with practical information on how to make your sports club………..Vibrant, Visible and Viable.

Sports clubs are facing strong challenges in order to survive and grow in an increasingly competitive and demanding market.  How to attract new members and retain the existing ones, become a hub of the community, grow sponsorship revenue, increase your attendances, improve the social life of the club, increase media coverage, benefit from new technology and introduce new revenue streams are some of the things that will be covered.
There are 10 seminars planned over September and October, the first two are at Swindon Town FC on 11th September and Launceston RFC on 12th September, for more information about the seminars and the full date list contact Svend Elkjaer on 01423 326660 or email Svend@smnuk.com
Spectators’ information:
· Essex Outlaws – Wheelchair Basketball Club
The Essex Outlaws wheelchair basketball club (EOWBC) are determined to remain one of Britain’s top Wheelchair Basketball clubs in the upcoming 2007/2008 season which starts with a friendly on 9th September against the Tigers from Brighton, quickly followed by the first league game on 15th September, for the 1st team only, against long time rivals, Aylesbury Aces in Buckinghamshire.  

The home season starts on Sunday 14th October 2007, the 1st team play the London Raiders from Kensington at 12noon and the 2nd team play Aspire Force, based at Stanmore at approximately 2.30pm.  
The matches will beheld in the sports hall at Riverside Ice and Leisure Centre, Victoria Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 1FG, telephone 01245 615050.  Please look out for more information on the rest of the Outlaws home games, from September 2007 in the local press.
Spectators are welcome, free of charge for both games, young and old, disabled or non disabled are all welcome.  In our next bulletin we should be releasing news of successful funding applications and the opening of our junior development section to the Essex Outlaws WBC.

For more information please contact Emily Scrivener - PR Officer for the Essex Outlaws elscrivener@hotmail.com or John Mansell on 01621 858383.















PAGE  
3
Joanna Wanmer / Mail Out Information 8.doc

6th September 2007

